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Thank you for your letter of 22 March enclosing a cutting from 
the Daily Express about the venue for the FA Cup semi-final 
match, Liverpool v Nottingham Forest.

The choice of venue for these matches and the allocation of 
tickets is entirely a matter for the football authorities. I 
understand that the Football Association took account of 
Liverpool's views in considering the venue for tine match against 
Nottingham but decided that, in all the circumstances, the 
Sheffield Wednesday ground at Hillsborough was the most 
appropriate location. The arrangements for the allocation of 
tickets have been handled by the Sheffield Wednesday club who 
are staging the game on behalf of the Football Association. I 
gather, as suggested in the Daily Express article, that the 
allocations were made on the basis of police advice.

COLIN MOYNIHAN

David Alton Esq MP

Rc c v c l e o  Pa p e r
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Gate beBeved opened: 2.55p«
Match began . 3pm
Match stopped 3.06pm
By 320pm -  most of the 95 fane men

terrace: 10.000
stand: 4.400 (seated)
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LARGE numbers of Liverpool fans D® 
make the journey across the Pennines 
without tickets; mak.

Witnesses say they were 1 tn
their way unchallenged right up to  the 
Leppingslane end -  adding to  the growing 
crow d &Dd th e  chaos. . c .«K^fcard Faulkner, deputy chairm an of the 

Trust, who saw S aturdays tragic scenes,
 m  afraid there were a  lot of fans who 
Pfave tickets* hoping they could get in. *

X 5  there £

ground. None of th a t happened on Saturday.
Dr John Williams, an  expert on soccer crowds,

was a t the game. He said: You could see a 
lot of lads were looking for tickets a long way 
from the ground.”

He added: “There was no attem pt a t the end of 
the road appproaching the ground to' d^crim inate 
between ticket holders and non ticketholders 
Supporters were going down as a  common mass.

Ochaltgettlnatolhtturratllmt."
While the crush and the  chaos increased outside 

the Lepping Lane end, the Nottmghaxn Forest fans 
e n c o u n te re d  no  p ro b le m s  g e tt in g  in t  
Hillsborough.

Club secretary Peter White said the club had 
sold their full ticket allocation.

He s a id  t h e  H i l l s b o r o u g h  K op Had 
accommodated the  Forest supporters quite

C° S f“added: "We have had no reports of our fans 
having trouble trying to  get into the ground.

The allocation of FA Cup tickets for m ajor ties 
has Ions been a bone of contention on Merseyside.

A Liveroool trading standards departm ent probe 
.nfo t h l ^ C S  of Cup Final fickets revealedabuse of FA rules when it was published last year.

The departm ent claimed ticket shortages led to 
violent scenes outside Wembley with tou ts 
attacked and ticketless fans charging gates.

But semi-finals differ from the Wembley 8ame — 
all tickets M E  divided between the two clubs

inp « f  Mawdsley, Chief Trading S tandards 
Officer said: “I would say. tha t inadequate ticket 
allocation systems for major matches in the past 
have resulted in significant numbers of fans being 
used to  travelling to  games w ithout tickets.

“g may have been one contrfbutoty facto;
the inquiry and time

SENTENCED
TO CHAOS

Many Liverpool fans who arrived I
found ihamaaKS  caught up In tha growing cniah «t |
^ f f S p S o d a o tr ta n d f c ig a n d  __ _
ttia | rfp***q* Lana and o a f  n ad  to  M en other,

Ca«gl «" «" |
Involved m safety at both A n tt^ a n d .a c o d la y . „ |

Ha says: “People have got into •  bod haton «nca •» I 
ticketm Sch»S»n(W »^H tM n they can arrive hi Hie |

'“ yStelri'stuSert Mall WRMO. 21, from W»«» Derby, 
awtved at the Upping* Lane andat 2.30 pm.  ______
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f  THESE OFFERS M E  AVAILABJ£ 
ITOMORROW ONLY(Sort 22nd A pr#

FROM Sxm.TO 5.30p.m.

C  BULLRUSH 3 PI ANT jC l 
GROBAGS s u r K I

Lowtsr*y«PRfcei
PORCH
SWING

•TOP QUALITY!

MONDAY-SATURDAY 9am. to 5 3 0 p m  
LATE NIGHT THURSDAY 7.30p.m

051-708 6098
•  KXHT. FISONS 

RICH DARK PEAT

•  GIANT BALE 200LT. 
BULLRUSH 
IRISH MOSS PEAT £5.99
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