DEPARTMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENT
2 MARSHAM STREET LONDON SWIP 3EB

01-276 3000
My ref: M/PS0/11252/89
Your ref:
11 APR 1989
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Thank you for your letter of 22 March enclosing a cutting from
the Daily Express about the venue for the FA Cup semi-final
match, Liverpool v Nottingham Forest.

The choice of venue for these matches and the allocation of
tickets is entirely a matter for the football authorities. I
, understand that the Football Association +took account of
{ Liverpool's views in consider:i..g tlie venue for the match against
' Nottingham but decided that, in all the circumstances, the
Sheffield Wednesday ground at Hillsborough was the most
appropriate location. The arrangements for the allocation of
tickets have been handled by the Sheffield Wednesday club who
-l are staging the game on behalf of the Football Association. I
o gather, as suggested in the Daily Express article, that the
3 allocations were made on the basis of police advice.
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Leppings Lane end — adding to the growing . e WITH/ /600 SQ. FT,

crowd and the chaos.

Pakord Faulkner, deputy chairman. of the
F: Trust, who saw Saturday’s tragic scenes,
& m _ afraid there were a of fans who
i Pave tickets, hoping they could get in. -

‘Last year when the game was played at
ilisborough there was a checkiny of tickets
taking place some distance away from t ound.
“Then the fans. were filtered to t!
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ground. Nene of that happened on Saturday. i -
Dr John Williams, an X on soccer crowds, | [ (g $19Y, ¥
was also at the game. He said: “You could see a _ B . SV Y 9
lot of lads were looking for tickets a long way e ; . ’ S
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He added: “There was no attempt at the end of f N\ \CONSTRUCTION

the road appproaching the ground to discriminate X
between ticket holders and non. ticketholders. “
Supporters were going down as a common mass. ’
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While the crush and the chaos increased outside
the Lepping Lane end, the Nottingham Forest fans
encountered  no problems getting into
Hillsborough

Club secretary Peter White said ‘the club had

sold their full ticket UoCaUON, ough Kop had ' W vy,
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The allocation of FA Cup tickets. for major_ ties i 4 '
has long been a bone of contention on Merseyside. X L 3 WITH SOLID HARDWOOD SLATS
A Liverpool trading standards department probe R e

The department claimed ticket shortages led to
violent scenes outside Wembley with touts
attacked and ticketless fans charging gates.

But semi-finals differ from the Wembley game —
all tickets ARE divided between the two clubs

ed. .
Peter Mawdsley, Chief Tradin, Standards
Officer said: “1 would say that inadequate ticket

allocation systems for major matches in the past
have resulted in significant numbers of fans being
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