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West failing
to counter
religious
oppression

Archbishop issues heartfelt
apology over abuse failings

Continued on pg 1
The report says the danger from
such terrorists is “universal, imminent
and ever-present”.
Religious Freedom in the World
2018 also underlines the growth of
Islamophobia and anti-Semitism in
the West.
Summarising the report’s main findings, Editor-in-Chief John Pontifex
said: “Aggressive ultra-nationalism –
be it by hard-line governments or violent extremist groups – means many
minority faith groups feel like aliens
in their own country.
“They are easy targets in a new era
of ignorance and intolerance.
“True, there are some like the Rohingya Muslims, whose plight has received due attention in the West, but
so many others – such as Christians
in Nigeria, Ahmadis in Pakistan and
Baha’is in Iran – feel abandoned by
the West, where religious freedom has
slipped down the human rights priority rankings.”
‘Religious freedom
has slipped down
the human rights
priority rankings’

John Pontifex

Longley accepts Church
let the victims down but
insists it has learnt from
its past mistakes
Simon Caldwell
The Archbishop of Birmingham,
Bernard Longley, has publicly apologized to the victims of child abuse
during a government-backed inquiry
that shed light on allegations against
priests over half a century.
Some of the allegations were made
against Fr John Tolkien, the son of
JRR Tolkien, the best-selling author
of The Hobbit and The Lord of the
Rings trilogy.
Archbishop Bernard Longley of
Birmingham, England, acknowledged
failures of the Church to protect children in his testimony to the Independent Inquiry into Child Sex Abuse
in London on 16th November. He assured the inquiry of his commitment
to the protection of children and vulnerable adults.
The inquiry is investigating child
abuse throughout various institutions
and heard evidence of abuse in the
Birmingham Archdiocese during a
five-day hearing.

“I am deeply sorry. I apologise. I
apologise to those survivors and those
victims of abuse for what they have
suffered with the archdiocese over
the years,” the archbishop said.
“I apologise to them and I would
certainly wish to seek some way of
lifting the burden. I know that apologies feel that they come too late and
are inadequate and I accept that,” he
continued.
“I believe that being here this week
has been revealed some serious mistakes and I wish to learn from them,”
Archbishop Longley added. “I can
only say that I hope it’s not too late. I
represent a Church whose message
is that it’s never too late but that’s not
for me to say in relation to victims
and survivors of abuse.”
Archbishop Longley was questioned
for hours about the Church’s child
protection procedures and about his
own attitude toward child protection,

answering that he has met victims of
abuse of numerous occasions.
The archdiocese is one of the worst
afflicted by clerical abuse in England
and Wales and was nominated in 2016
as a case study to represent the Church
nationally.
Cardinal Vincent Nichols of Westminster, president of the Bishops'
Conference of England and Wales and
Archbishop of Birmingham from 2000
to 2009, was expected to face the inquiry but fell ill during the Remembrance Sunday service in London and
was unable to attend.
He will attend the inquiry on 13th
December to answer questions about
the way the archdiocese handled
abuse allegations laid against several
priests, including Fr Tolkien, who died
in 2003.
Tolkien was alleged to have ordered
Boy Scouts to strip while working in
a Birmingham parish in the 1950s.

‘I represent a Church whose message
is that it’s never too late to apologise,
but that’s not for me to say in relation
to victims and survivors of abuse.’
Archbishop Longley

Memo from CAFOD

No, they’re
the royals...

Feel good
about
giving this
Christmas

Inspired by a trip
to Uganda where
she had witnessed
the power of a
single goat, Liz
Dene from Our
Lady and Saints of
Guernsey parish
decided she wanted
to take action. After seeing that the Goat that Gives from
CAFOD’s World Gifts range cost just £28, she decided to
fundraise in her parish.
Expecting to fundraise just 30 goats, Liz’s parish outdid
themselves and were able to raise over £3,000 to buy more
than 100 goats, changing the lives of people like Shuff in
Kenya (pictured).
The Goat that Gives not only provides manure to help
overseas communities to grow crops, but milk to drink and
sell at the market. Liz said: “It worked because people were
happy to give £28. And if they weren’t, we joked with them:
‘You can buy the hind quarters and someone else will buy
the front!’”

Buy your own ethical gift this Christmas at
cafod.org.uk/worldgifts

CAFOD, Romero House, 55 Westminster Bridge Rd, London SE1 7JB
Tel: 020 7733 7900 • Email: cafod@cafod.org.uk • Web: www.cafod.org.uk

The archdiocese was made aware
of similar complaints against him in
1968, according to a note from the
time which was cited by the inquiry,
but declined to pass them on to the
police even though there were strong
indications the priest might have admitted the abuse.
Instead, there was a suggestion that
Fr Tolkien was sent for treatment and
he returned to active ministry soon
afterward only to be accused of sex
offences against another boy in 1970.
Jacqueline Carey, legal counsel for
the inquiry, revealed that in 1993 Archbishop Maurice Couve de Murville,
serving in Birmingham at the time,
told a complainant that he would not
act against Fr Tolkien as the priest
was in poor health and was going to
retire.
Police finally were alerted in 1994,
but no action was taken until 2001.
An investigation resulted in a decision
not to prosecute bwfore another allegation was made against Fr Tolkien
in 2002. Christopher Carrie, a former
Boy Scout from Birmingham, was paid
more than £15,000 in compensation
in 2003 after he sued the Church over
the abuse he said he suffered at the
priest’s hands.

The Duke and Duchess
of Cambridge are
pictured during a visit to
the Centrepoint charity
in Barnsley, where they
prepared soup and bread
for young people who
have been helped by the
homelessness charity.
The couple looked
relaxed as they chatted
with staff and young
people, with the duke
joking it was far from a
normal lunch as he
gestured to the
photographers in front
of him.

Not just plastic that’s a threat – CPRE
The Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) has warned that the current focus on eliminating plastics
must not lead to the public overlooking
the damage done by other kinds of
containers.
A government proposal for a deposit
return scheme to be introduced for
plastic vessels must include all types
of containers, the CPRE said, after its
own survey of 35 ‘green clean’ litter
pick collected 11,212 drinks containers
of various materials and sizes.
While much of the focus is on plastic
packaging polluting the countryside
and the oceans, plastic accounted for
just over a third (35 per cent) of the
drinks containers picked up, while

half were aluminium cans, 14 per cent
were glass and one per cent were cartons.
The drinks containers collected by
the volunteer litter pickers in English
towns, cities and the countryside also
ranged in size, CPRE said.
Among the plastic litter, more than
seven in 10 (71 per cent) were 500ml
containers, the size of an average
bottle of water, while 10 per cent were
smaller, and 19 per cent were large or
extra large bottles.
Less than a third of cans (29 per
cent) were 330ml, the size of an average fizzy drink, while more than half
(53 per cent) were bigger – an average
beer can – and 18 per cent were small-

er, such as energy drinks.
A quarter of glass bottles collected
were smaller than 330ml, such as
stubby or regular beer bottles, 42 per
cent were 400 to 750ml, the size of a
larger beer bottle and a third were
wine or large spirits bottles.
The Government is planning to
bring in a deposit return scheme for
drinks containers which adds a deposit
when the drink is bought which is redeemed when the bottle or can is
brought back to a return point for recycling.
But CPRE claims the packaging and
drinks industries are trying to dilute
the system and limit the type and size
of containers that will be included.
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New Voice to lead Catholic response in the media
A new lead co-ordinator has been appointed to manage Catholic Voices
(CV) in the UK following a decision
by its two founders to concentrate on
boosting the project internationally.
Brenden Thompson, its public
speaker’s programme co-ordinator
for the past two years, will take over
from Jack Valero as lead coordinator
of CV. Both Valero and co-founder
Austen Ivereigh will stand down as
trustees.
The third founder-co-ordinator,
Kathleen Griffin, sadly died in Sep-

tember after a long illness.
The project began in 2010 in the
UK to train speakers for media interviews, initially focussed on the papal
visit that year. Since 2011 it has organised workshops in cities across
the UK, training more than 150 people
in media interviews.
Thompson, 28, studied theology at
St Mary’s, Twickenham and Oxford
University and qualified recently in
leadership & management at Leadership College London. He works part
time for the Diocese of Brentwood as

Lord hits out at UK
refusal to help Bibi
Leading Catholic peer Lord David Alton has criticised the Government for
failing to step forward immediately
and offer Pakistani-Christian Asia Bibi
asylum in the UK.
His comments come after Scottish
Church leaders from across the denominations made a similar call.
Speaking at the launch of the Religious Freedom in the World 2018 report (see pg 1) Lord Alton said the
lack of action by the UK government
on behalf of Bibi was typical of the
way western governments handled
religious persecution.
Asia Bibi is a Christian who was
threatened with the death penalty in
her native Pakitan after a groundless
charge of blasphemy was laid against
her by her Muslim co-workers. After
being freed from jail nearly four weeks
ago she is currently in hiding somewhere in Pakistan, amid fears that
she will be murdered by Islamic hardliners if her whereabouts is exposed.
Her family have made repeated calls
for western nation to offer her asylum.
Lord Alton said: “The Religious Freedom in the World 2018 report identifies
systematic violations of religious liberty around the world – whether it be
the lynching of Muslims in India or
the rapidly growing number of attacks
on Christians in Egypt. What I found
most damning was that it identified
the ways in which we in the West are
failing to help members of religious
minorities who are suffering because
of their beliefs.
“Readers of The Universe will have
been following the case of Asia Bibi.
“When I met Chief Justice Saqib
Nasir who presided over Asia Bibi’s
appeal case, during a visit to Islamabad
last month, I was struck by his courage.
He had put his life on the line to
rectify this appalling injustice. He was
only too aware that Minister Shahbaz
Bhatti and Punjab Governor Salman
Taseer were murdered for speaking
out against the incarceration of Asia
Bibi and the abuse of the blasphemy
law.
“But the UK has failed to show similar courage in dealing with this case.
Asia Bibi’s husband made an impassioned appeal to several countries in-

In Rome, supporters
show their solidarity for
Asia Bibi with posters
proclaiming ‘We are all
Asia Bibi’

cluding the UK, begging for asylum
for his wife and family.
“Asia Bibi is still in danger, make
no mistake about that. A frenzy of
hate was whipped up after she was
acquitted with demands made for her
execution. Surely it is precisely people
like Asia Bibi that should qualify for
asylum? But fears about the security
of British diplomatic staff in Pakistan
have led the UK to hold back from
offering a safe haven to her and her
family.”
“As was noted by one speaker at
the parliamentary Foreign affairs Committee on 13th November, Government policy is being effectively dictated by a lynch mob who have been
baying for Asia Bibi’s blood.
“And this failure of courage is systemic. When Asia’s husband and
daughter were in the UK last month
as guests of Aid to the Church in Need
they were treated abominably by the
government. A meeting with a Government Minister was cancelled at
scandalously short notice.
“After passing through security at
the government building where the
Minister works, the family arrived at
the reception desk only to be told

that they should have been informed
that the meeting was not happening.
Checking their mobile phones they
found that a voice message had been
left while they were passing through
security cancelling the appointment.
No one from the Government was
prepared to meet them. This speaks
volumes about the Government’s concern for those around the world being
targeted because of their faith.”
Meanwhile, Scottish church leaders
have also urged the UK Government
to offer asylum to Bibi.
Seven Scottish church leaders including Rt Rev Susan Brown, Moderator of the General Assembly of the
Church of Scotland, and Most Rev
Leo Cushley, Roman Catholic Archbishop of St Andrews and Edinburgh,
have now signed an open letter which
has been sent to Home Secretary Sajid
Javid urging him to grant her asylum.
“The threat to Asia and her family
and supporters is real.”
“With all respect, we urge you and
through you, the Home Office, to grant
asylum to Asia Bibi and her family in
recognition of the United Kingdom’s
continuing commitment to freedom
of religion and belief.”

a training and resources co-ordinator
for a thriving youth service.
Thompson said: “I have become
more convinced than ever that the
CV method is a great gift to the Church,
helping people to articulate their faith
and build bridges in the workplace
and day-to-day life.
“It is a great privilege to take Jack
and Austen’s work forward into the
project’s next stage.”
Since 2011, the project has also expanded across the world, with Valero
and Ivereigh giving training in 24

countries. Valero is leaving to focus
his time and energies on growing both
existing and fledgling CV groups across
the world.
The idea for the new organisation
came out of a “CV Global” meeting of
15 of the international groups in Rome
in May this year.
Valero said: “I am excited about
this new phase for our mission.”
Ivereigh, the former lead co-ordinator, will also resign as trustee and
give support to the new international
organisation.

Terror survivors feel ‘let down’
by mental health services
People affected by terrorism are being
let down amid a “profound crisis” in
mental health services, campaigners
claim.
Survivors of attacks have been
forced to pay for their own treatment
or wait months for an appointment,
according to a report.
The paper, published by Survivors
Against Terror, interviewed 271 people
who were injured in or witness to
terror attacks, and relatives of victims

who were killed or injured.
The report said: “The survey reveals
major gaps in service provision, chief
among these is the lack of adequate
mental health provision.”
Three quarters of those surveyed
said mental health services require
improvement.
One respondent said: “Mental
health services are diabolical here, I
still have not seen a psychologist 14
months after the event.”

